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Happy New Year! 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

Financial Peace Class Begins – January 10 
 

Camp Sunday – January 22 
 

Budget Review – January 29 
 

Annual Meeting – February 5 
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Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 
of you be in agreement and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same purpose… 

 

1 Corinthians 1:10 
 

From the Second Lesson  
for the Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

It is quite a tall order. Try to 
imagine any group of 
virtually any size without any 
disagreements or divisions. 
Now imagine this happening 
in a church.  
 

Hmmmmmm. I can’t either. It 
seems that anytime you 
have two or more people 
gathered there will two or 
more opinions on any variety 

of topics. Within our part of the body of Christ we have 
Democrats and Republicans. We have members who 
are very proud of their ethnic heritage whether it be 
Swedish, Norwegian, German or whatever. At St. 
Philip’s there are those who love having the Christmas 
tree in the sanctuary and those who would prefer it be 
in the narthex/fellowship area. When I served in 
Wisconsin and Iowa, farmers could be divided into 
those who loved red tractors and those who loved 
green tractors. Here in the Twin Cities, we have 
Minnesota Vikings fans and we have fans of, oh never 
mind, you get the point. 
 

However, when it comes to “being” the Church, none 
of those things really matter. (As a Packer fan it pains 
me to say that, but it is true.) When it comes to being 
the church, the part of the body of Christ that gathers 
as St. Philip’s Lutheran Church, our loyalties to sports 
teams, ethnic heritage, or even political parties must 
take a back seat to our loyalty to Jesus Christ. When 
Paul is writing to the Christians in the Corinthian 
church, he is exhorting them to get their priorities 
straight.  
 

When it comes to being the Church, what are things 
in which we can all join in agreement? We have our 
creeds that we confess each week where we confess 
that we all believe in God the Father, in Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit, one triune God. But how does that 
impact everything else we do? 

Can you imagine what God would be able to do in and 
through us if we were indeed united in the same mind 
and the same purpose? Over the last seven plus 
years I have seen glimpses at different times and it is 
amazing. However, I must confess that I am 
concerned that there seems to be less and less 
commitment to being the church these days. There 
are so many other things that take time and vie for our 
energy and attention. 
 

I am sure that God is still working in and through our 
lives individually and congregationally. I am hopeful 
that we will continue to work together in discerning 
how we live out our mission both within our 
congregational ministries and beyond our 
congregation. I am looking forward to guiding a 
council and leadership retreat in February or March 
where we will spend time celebrating what God has 
done and is doing as well as look forward to what God 
is calling us to become. 
 

I eagerly anticipate conversations with our council 
leaders and with you that together we may discern 
God’s mission for us so that we may all be of the 
“same mind and the same purpose,” all to the glory of 
God. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE  
November 2022 

 

          Actual               Budget        |    2021 Actual 
         

General and Miscellaneous Income YTD 
 $462,971.35 $481,089.23  | $493,865.37 
   

Capital Fund YTD     | 
 $157,275.00  $165,230.77 | $167,325.32 
 

Operational Expenses YTD  | 
 $548,939.93  $620,466.72 |   $553,100.59 

 

Over / (Short)    | 
 $71,306.42  $25,853.28 |  $108,090.10 
 

 

MORTGAGE PAYMENT UPDATE 
 
At the conclusion of 2022, the Finance Ministry Team 
along with St. Philip’s Church Council approved an 
additional $10,000 be paid to St. Philip’s mortgage 
principle. This is the second additional payment to the 
Mortgage Fund in 2022. Thanks be to God for the 
earnest dedication and active faith of St. Philip’s 
supporting members.  
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Preschool Chatter 

 

Happy New Year! 
 
The month of December was of course a buzz in our 
preschool! Being able to see the holiday season 
through the eyes of young children is such a blessing! 
The children were very busy in December learning the 
true meaning of Christmas with our Mouse and the 
Miracle story. This mouse visits our classroom once a 
week in December and reminds us the reason of the 
season and how to share God’s love with one another. 
He also brings special notes and gifts to share with 
the children including an advent calendar and the M 
and M prayer/treat. We also tried something new this 
year which was a Holiday book exchange. The 
children were able to pick out a book for a friend, write 
them a little note, and then wrap the book. Then on 
party day each child got to pick a wrapped book to 
open and take home. This was a fun activity to 
encourage the giving spirt in our students. The 
children were also busy making gifts for their families, 
decorating class Christmas trees, listening to stories, 
and decorating Christmas cookies. 
 
A huge blessing for our families and staff this year is 
that the evening Christmas program will be able to be 
held on December 22 with all four classes singing 
together. The children work so hard on practicing their 
songs and it really is a magical evening for everyone. 
Hearing the story of Jesus’ birth from these special 
children is truly a gift for everyone involved.  
 
We would like to thank everyone who took part in our 
Raise Right gift card fundraiser! We were able to raise 
over $470 to spend on “fun extra” things we would not 
have been able to afford otherwise! This included 
some special Christmas cookies the children will frost 
at their class Christmas parties. 
 
We hope you all have a very memorable and Merry 
Christmas season and blessings to you all into the 
new year! 
 
Becky and Lorelei 

 

 

Thank You! 
THANK YOU to the members of St. Philip’s who 
supported our Soup and Bake Sale on Saturday, 
November 19. Many, many people gave many hours 
to make this one-day event a success: lefse makers, 
vegetable peelers and choppers, kitchen support 
staff, bakers, set-up and clean-up crew, and all others 
who lent a hand. Thanks to the members of the 
congregation who came to buy baked and canned 
goods. A big ‘THANK YOU” to everybody who told 
somebody else about this sale. In addition to the 
baked and canned goods donated by our members, 
we sold over 160 packages of lefse and over 22 
gallons of soup! We raised nearly $4,700 in just 3 ½ 
short hours (and Sunday morning, of course!!) 
 

In addition, “Thrivent Action,” a program through 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans gave us a $250 credit 
card to purchase supplies. St. Philip’s WELCA 
organization (Women of the ELCA) uses the profits 
from the Saturday sale to provide Bible story books for 
our 3-year-olds, Bibles for our 3rd graders, help with 
tuition for a female college student in Tanzania, and 
various other mission projects, including disaster 
relief. THANK YOU AGAIN! 
 

Susan Cruse, Pam Hoffman, Kathy Stockman, and 
Geneva and David Weisser, co-chairs 
 
 
THANK YOU to all those that packed a shoebox or 
donated funds to help cover shipping expenses for the 
shoeboxes. Because of your generosity, 54 children 
and their families have the opportunity to feel God’s 
love and hear about the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 
Thank you for partnering with us in this mission to 
send “Good news and great joy“!  
 

Robyn Tank and Emily Preston 
 
 
St. Philip’s December issue of the “Philippian” 
featured the Tree Replacement listing of trees 
purchased by members to assist in the completion of 
the project.  Eleven trees were planted in October, 
with one of them listed as available for donation. Julie 
Dale made prompt contact with the Buildings and 
Grounds Ministry Team and offered to purchase the 
final Japanese Lilac tree. The tree will honor the life of 
Julie’s husband, John Dale. 
 

The congregation expresses its THANKS to Julie for 
her generous response to the tree replacement 
opportunity. 

Camp Sunday 

January 22 
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– AMONG OUR OWN – 
 

Sympathies to… 
Pat Cornell and Lisa Bergert as they mourn the 
death of Pat’s mother Rose Cornell 
Merle Arndtson and family as they mourn the death 
of his brother Ove Arndtson 
Jean Zeimet and Family of Jim Zeimet as they mourn 
his death 

Congratulations to… 
John and Katie Nye on the birth of their daughter girl 
Nora Marie Nye born December 4 
Sam and Sheila Robertson on the birth of their 
daughter Maggie Hartley Robertson born December 9  
David and Owen Tireman and Hazel Meyer 
(children of Jamie and Nina Meyer) blessings on your 
baptism 

 

 

A SPECIAL BAPTISM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, December 11, marked the Baptism Day for 
David and Owen Tireman and Hazel Meyer. Sponsors 
Jacob and Beth Head and parents Nina and Jamie 
Meyer look on. It was a special day for the 
congregation to show its prayerful support of the three 
children and their family. 
 

 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME 
devotional books are free and 
offered quarterly. You will 
find large print and pocket 
size regular print on the 
welcome center.  

 
 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

January 1  Isaiah 63:7-9 
 Hebrews 2:10-18  
 Matthew 2:13-23 
 

January 8 Isaiah 60:1-6  
 Ephesians 3:1-12  
 Matthew 2:1-12 
 

January 15 Isaiah 49:1-7  
 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
 John 1:29-42 
 

January 22 Isaiah 9:1-4   
 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
 Matthew 4:12-23 
 

January 29 Micah 6:1-8  
 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  
 Matthew 5:1-12 
 

 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY 
 

A small group of people from St. Philip’s have been 
meeting virtually for Bible Study at 7 pm Wednesday 
nights for a couple of years. Because it is so nice not 
to have to drive at night and bad weather, we have 
decided to indefinitely continue to meet on Zoom 
rather than in person. We have just finished studying 
Romans and have started Matthew, discussing two 
chapters per week, ending with the Passion story 
during Lent and then choosing a new book or topic to 
study after that. Anyone with internet access is 
welcome to join us at any time. Please contact Dave 
Tank if you would like a link to join us. We hope to see 
you Wednesdays! 

 
 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE  
 

Adult Spiritual Growth to offer evening classes on 
gaining control of your finances. What does money 
have to do with spiritual growth, you ask? If you feel 
like you're living paycheck to paycheck, never have 
enough, afraid of going under or struggling to make 
ends meet, it can be hard to feel peace of mind, let 
alone feel like there's anything left to give others, your 
church or to Jesus. Under the auspices of the Adult 
Spiritual Growth committee, St. Philip’s member Sam 
Willis is offering a series of evening classes at 5:30 
pm on Tuesdays beginning January 10. These 
Financial Peace University classes are geared toward 
young families looking to gain control of their finances, 
but open to anyone. There is a modest charge for the 
class. ASG may be able to provide some assistance 
to those who can't afford the full fee. To sign 
up, visit fpu.com/1156969  
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The beginnings of a children’s choir is underway. 
Kelsey Wormley leads this effort every Wednesday 
beginning at 5 pm.  Kelsey works with the children 
based on their grade level. Check the church calendar 
for the best time for your child. Developing children’s 
faith, enhancing the worship experience, and coming 
to know our children personally, are all reasons to 
support and have one’s child participate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The JoyPhil Ringers handbell choir led by LuAnn 
Roiger offered special music during an Advent 
worship service. The beauty of their selections is fully 
appreciated. 
 
The YouthPhil Ringers have been practicing too. If 
you are interested in joining the YouthPhil Ringers, 
practice is on Mondays at 6:00 pm.  

 
The Children’s Choirs 
will be on break until 
Wednesday, January 4. 
See you in the New 
Year.  
 
 

 
We sang He Came Down, a traditional African 
spiritual from Cameroon, during our December 11 
service (ELW #253).  John L. Bell (b. 1949) arranged 
the repetitive music in four verses and ended the song 
with a “hallelujah forevermore” tag.  The first verse 
begins with the lyrics “He came down that we may 
have love;” the second verse continues Bell’s theme, 
“He came down that we may have light;” in the third 
verse, “He came down that we may have peace;” and 
the final fourth verse completes his theme: “He came 
down that we may have joy.”  The tag “hallelujah 
forevermore” is sung after each of the four verses.   
 
The repetition of “hallelujah forevermore” sums up the 
gifts we Christians have for eternity.  Jesus came to 
earth for believers to receive love, light, peace, and 
joy forevermore. The intentional repetition in He Came 
Down emphasizes the teaching of traditional hymns 
mirrored in today’s contemporary praise music.  The 
repetition invites and teaches everyone to join the 
chorus with one community voice that ends with the 
repeated tag.    
 
This accessible spiritual is a powerful reminder of the 
historical wisdom of songwriters. Christian 
songwriters share the salvation message and our 
Christian beliefs.  He Came Down is published in 29 
hymnals and is considered a gathering, ritual, and 
praise song that is in the Public Domain 
(Hymnary.org).   
 
The country of Cameroon is located on the River of 
Prawns on the 
west coast of 
Africa. Its British- 
and French-
ruled regions 
(Anglophone 
and 
Francophone) 
have influenced 
their culture and 
history. 
Christians live in 
the southern 
areas and most 
Muslims live in the northern regions of Cameroon.   
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ANNUAL MEETING WILL AGAIN BE 
BOTH IN-PERSON AND VIA ZOOM 

 
On Sunday, February 5 at 10:45 am, St. Philip’s 
Lutheran Church will conduct our congregation’s 
annual meeting. At this meeting we will accept reports 
from our staff ministry team and lay ministry team 
leaders, vote on lay leadership for the coming year, 
and approve a budget.  
 

We will also be voting how to distribute our tithe of 
capital campaign and miscellaneous income between 
various local and broader ministries. This year the 
council decided to distribute our tithe with top vote 
getter in each category getting 25% of the tithe, the 
two ministries with the next highest votes would each 
get 15% and the other ministries would receive 10% 
or 5%. The ballot will look like this:  
 

1. Which local ministry do you most wish to 
support? 
 Lewis House - emergency housing and 

assistance for victims of domestic violence 
 Hastings Family Service - provides a variety of 

emergency and support services 
 Food 4 Kids - provides weekend meals for 

children who don't have enough to eat 
 

2. Which ministry beyond the Hastings area do 
you most wish to support? 
 ELCA Domestic Disaster Relief - Aid to victims of 

recent tornadoes in Midwest 
 Dakota County Matrix Emergency Shelter - 

provides safe place to sleep November-April 
 My Very Own Bed (Minnesota) - provides beds 

for children transitioning to permanent housing 
 Planting Hope - synod wide campaign to 

strengthen inviting ministries, renew 
congregations, raise up the next generation of 
leaders, and invest in a transformative project on 
East side of St. Paul. 

 

There will again be an option to participate via Zoom. 
This was made possible by a council action in 2021 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. There will also be an 
opportunity to discuss the budget prior to the annual 
meeting at a Budget Review meeting on January 29 
at 10:30 pm in person or via Zoom. 
 

We will still need a quorum at the annual meeting to 
complete these important matters and we anticipate 
that everything should take less than an hour, so 
please plan on participating. Like in previous years we 
will keep record of all those participating. In the 
February newsletter look for the green and red voting 
cards that should provide enough materials for two 

voting members per household. If there are more than 
two voting members, any green or red paper will work 
or a paper with “YES” or “NO” written in large letters 
will suffice.   
 

Please stay tuned for the Zoom links for our budget 
and constitution forums.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
10:45 am 

 

 

PROMOTING GOOD ORDER 
 

In order to facilitate clearer communication at 
congregational meetings, the Council voted this 
summer to follow the Synod’s suggestion and their 
model by requiring motions during these meetings be 
written and submitted to be read aloud. Following a 
second to the motion, discussion would follow. The 
desire is to promote good order in conducting the 
business of the congregation and hopefully eliminate 
confusion in communication. 
 

 

EXTENDING HELP TO OTHER 
HELPING AGENCIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Steve 
Wolverton 
takes his turn at 
Cub grocery 
representing 
the Salvation 
Army’s appeal 
for its many 
recipients. 
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THE STARTING POINT OF 
STEWARDSHIP 

 

Option A: Stewardship as Investment 

Option B: Stewardship as Crisis Management 

Option C: Stewardship as Obligation 

Option D: Stewardship as An Act of Faith 

 
While any number of motives can be appealed to in 
order to evoke or challenge the giving of time, finance, 
and skills in God's service, not all will take us the full 
journey-to lives that imitate God's example of giving.  
 
Stewardship as Investment 
 

One possible starting point could be 
called stewardship as investment. "Give and God will 
bless you" expresses the same idea. There is some 
biblical testimony for this understanding. When 
seeking to reassure the disciples who wondered at the 
sacrifice asked of them, Jesus said, "There is no one 
who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the 
sake of the good news, who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this age...and in  the age to come 
eternal life" (Mk 10:29-30). The Christian steward is 
one whose giving will be met by God's giving.  
 
However, to use this as a starting point for 
stewardship can be misleading, if not 
counterproductive. If we begin by presuming that we 
give in order to get, where does that take us? If we 
give to secure God's blessing, aren't we giving in order 
to procure God's favor? The Reformation erupted over 
just this issue in the sale of indulgences. 
 
Stewardship as Crisis Management 
 

A second starting point could be named stewardship 
as crisis management.  The church needs a new roof, 
the furnace needs repairs, there's not enough in the 
checking account to pay the heating bill...The appeal 
of this starting point is two-fold: the needs and crises 
are usually real, and people do tend to respond when 
it's clear that backs are up against walls. 
 
However, if this is the starting point for stewardship, 
what happens to giving when the crisis is met? What 
will be the motive for next year's giving? If crisis 
management is the basis of Christian stewardship, 
does that mean the church must go through a yearly 
process of finding something new that will push the 
right panic button?  
 
 

Stewardship as Obligation 
 

A third starting point is perhaps the most attractive. It 
can be summed up in three words: It's your duty. It 
states that stewardship is one's obligation to help 
shoulder the load. Organizationally, who can argue 
with that?  
 
To be sure, a number of biblical texts define such 
duties in explicit terms. The first six chapters of 
Leviticus go into lavish detail on prescribed sacrifices. 
But applying a law to giving, whether by imposing 
percentages or sums, runs counter to faith's moorings 
in grace.  
 
Another Stewardship Starting Point 
 

So, if these three popular starting points come up 
short on stewardship's journey, what takes us the full 
distance? First, consider the opening verse of Psalm 
24: "The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, the 
world and those who live in it." All faithful stewardship 
begins in that affirmation. All that we have, all that we 
are, all that is - all belongs to God. Whatever comes 
into our hands does so as a trust from God. We live in 
a God-given world. 
 
Christian stewardship profoundly, imitates God's 
example of giving. Stewardship is our love taking form 
- even as God's love took form - through the giving of 
ourselves. When we take God's sovereignty and love 
for stewardship's starting point, we will always have a 
reason to offer thanksgiving, a foundation for our faith, 
and a motivation to love. 
 
Reprinted with permission from The Clergy Journal, 
July/August 2003. Copyright Logos Productions, 1-800-
328-0200. 

 

 

FINAL TEMPLE TALK 
 

Beth Fahlstrom gave the 
third and final 
Stewardship temple talk 
on November 27. Her 
words were a personal 
account of her visual 
experience of God’s 
direct healing hand. 

Beth also encouraged 
everyone to use their 

gifts to the best of their 
ability for God’s work. 
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David Weisser, “king” of 
making the 82 quarts  

of soup 

Geri Holmseth 
and Bake Sale 

“Lead” Sue 
Cruse 

Glenda Schnirring not 
resisting tasting Darrel 

Nelson’s Kolaches 

 
 

Bake/Soup Sale cashiers and hospitality 
people, Darla Kimmes, Mary Rock, Cindy 

Toppin, Barb Jorenby and Deborah Dreher 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITIES COMING 

 
We are setting up two teams to work monthly at 
Hastings Family Service to sort food from Cub on 
Monday mornings. We will do the second and fourth 
Mondays of the month from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
 
We will be using Sign Up Genius to get volunteers. 
Sign Up Genius is easy to use and will also send you 
a reminder two days before your volunteer event. 
Watch for an e-mail from the church to sign up for this 
opportunity. You didn’t get in when you wanted? 
There will be other opportunities to volunteer. 
 
If you have an idea for a group community service 
project, contact Cindy Toppin at 
ctoppin409@gmail.com to get help with setting up a 
volunteer project. 

 

LIGHT DUTY 

Replacing ceiling bulbs in the sanctuary is done by 
courageous volunteers. Steve Wolverton is the lead 
person who knows when each bulb was replaced and 
what kind of bulb it is. LED bulbs are gradually being 
installed for greater durability in length of service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BAKE SALE 2022 FUN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruce Arndtson 
stands ready to 
help move or 

ascend the tall 
ladder 

Wayne Fahlstrom 
and Denny Kohn 
help move and 

steady the 
cumbersome  

20-foot ladder for 
Steve Wolverton 
who usually does 

the climb 

mailto:ctoppin409@gmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP / COMMITMENT 
SUNDAY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS 

 
Sunday, December 4, marked Stewardship Sunday 
for 2022. The theme was “Embody the Mission”. The 
well attended worship service provided a time for 
members to come forward with their pledge cards, 
plus enjoy a breakfast which followed the service. One 
hundred thirty members attended the breakfast. 
Completed pledge cards should be returned by 
January 15. We like to see the cards returned so we 
know they have been considered; whatever response 
is suitable for you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Tank, Tim Preston and Bruce Arndtson 
helped prepare the sausages and pancakes. 
Stewardship committee member Sam Willis 

secured the pancake mix, which everyone enjoyed. 

Members came forward with their completed 
pledge cards which were dedicated to God’s 

service in the world through the efforts of 
 St. Philip’s Lutheran church 

Breakfast fun at the Roiger table with Michelle Carlson and 
Lisa Bergert along with Jon Faust, Beth Fahlstrom, and Marie 

Gathje and daughter Sarah 

Bruce Arndtson shows his style 
“punching pancakes” with Mary Rock 

at her own pancake station 
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KEEPING CONNECTED 
 

Greetings from Karen Elliott. 
I have been a member of St. 
Philip’s since 1987. My faith 
journey actually began at 
birth into a Catholic family of 
nine children. I attended 
parochial school and was 
married in the Catholic 
Church. We had two 
children, a son and a 
daughter.  

 
Years later we divorced, and I met Chuck Elliott. When 
we decided to marry, he wanted to return to St. Philip’s 
where he was formerly a member. After meeting with 
Pastor Thompson, I agreed to join and am so very 
grateful that I did. My daughter was married at St. 
Philip’s and two granddaughters baptized here. We 
were members of the 500-card club and also ushered 
at various times.  
 
Not all of life is easy and sometimes it throws you an 
unexpected curve. Another divorce in 2013 was very 
difficult and I do not know how I would have survived 
without my faith and the loving members of this 
church. I was very lucky also to then meet Harry 
Welch as most of you know. He attended church with 
me every other Sunday. And on the opposite Sunday 
we attended Christ Family church (one of his sons is 
a member). He was a widow with six children, 
eighteen grandchildren and thirty-three great 
grandchildren. Wow what a lovely family. We both 
enjoyed classic country music and travel. Our 
relationship was strong, and we enjoyed six really 
good years traveling and visiting friends in North 
Carolina, Florida, Alabama and Texas. While traveling 
we always managed to find a church to attend. A little 
white steepled Baptist church in Florida and a huge 
Methodist church in Gulf Shores. It didn’t matter which 
denomination as long as God was present.  
 
Unfortunately, Harry was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer and after two years of chemo, surgery, more 
chemo, blood transfusions and hospice he passed 
away in 2019. Pastor Geier and Pastor Hannah jointly 
shared in the service. As you can see not everything 
has gone smoothly in my life, but the one constant has 
been my faith that God was always there to see me 
through. My journey isn’t over yet but with the help of 
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church and its members I will 
cherish the remaining time. 
 
 

We are the Sieben 
family, Todd, Julie, 
Megan, Greta, and 
Violet!  Todd has been 
a member since 1972, 
the year he was born.  
He grew up in Denmark 
Township where his 
parents and members 
of St. Philip’s, Tony and 
Carole Sieben, still 
reside.  Todd was 
baptized and confirmed 
at St. Philip’s and 

graduated from Hastings High School in 1990. He 
went to North Dakota State and works for Washington 
County. At first, he worked in the Surveyors Office and 
now he’s in the IT department.  He also has a part time 
job at Afton Alps he’s had since 1989. 
 
In 1978, my dad, Pastor Joel Bexell, founded St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church in Cottage Grove and on the 
official church register I was named “Baby Bexell” 
since my mom, Donna Bexell, was only a few weeks 
away from my arrival.  I grew up in Cottage Grove and 
graduated from Park High School in 1997. After 
attending Gustavus, I taught 2 years in Cannon Falls. 
In 2003, I started teaching kindergarten in Farmington 
and have been there ever since. 
 
Todd and I met in 2003 and got married June 18, 
2005.  We share our anniversary with Rod and Marcia 
VanVleet!  Our oldest daughter, Megan Elvera, was 
born in July of 2008.  I fondly remember Pastor Ed 
coming to visit baby Megan in the hospital.  Megan’s 
first Sunday at church was also her first visit to the 
children’s sermon.  In April of 2012, God blessed us 
with identical twin girls, Greta May and Violet Joy.  
People often could tell Greta and Violet apart by their 
pink and purple hair binders!  Greta and Violet are the 
second of three sets of identical twins in the Bexell 
family. 
 
Megan has attended Sunday school, participated in 
three musicals, and now is attending confirmation.  
Greta and Violet attended St. Philip’s preschool for 
two years, Sunday school, and were going to perform 
in their first musical in 2020.  I have been a part of the 
preschool ministry team since 2015 working with 
some of the most passionate and dedicated women! 
 
St. Philip’s has been our solid foundation for our 
family. Even if we’ve missed a few Sundays, we know 
that we will always be welcomed with warm and 
familiar faces we call friends. 
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PHILADAZZLE 2022 
 
Philadazzle was a dazzling event of food, fellowship, 
friendship and music.  With the idea of “we should do 
something,” to just a couple of months of planning, St. 
Philip’s new adventure of ushering in the beginning of 
the Christmas Season became a reality. After a meal 
of sparkling juice, charcuterie trays, and dessert, the 
evening was capped off with beautiful music by the 
Eagan Men’s Chorus, with our own Raul Jackson as 
one of the singers. With humor and songs of the 
season, they were a wonderful highlight!  Thank you 
to Pastor Geier, Kristian Ronning and youth who were 
servers and clean-up crew.  Thank you to the steering 
committee who researched, planned, sold nearly 70 
tickets, decorated, organized and oversaw the details 
throughout. And a very special thank you to our guests 
who took a chance with something different!   We look 
forward to Philadazzle becoming St. Philip’s annual 
Advent event! 
 

Camille Nelson 
Fellowship Ministry 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Barb Taffe, Carolyn Schaar, Mary Charlson 
and Marjorie Peterson enjoying beverages 

Lois Wroge and LuAnn Roiger in conversation 

The Eagan Men’s Chorus provided excellent 
entertainment in the sanctuary following  

the food and drink fellowship 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Readings and the lighting of the first candle of Advent 
representing HOPE were done by Kelsey and Matt 
Wormley and their children.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The fourth and final candle representing JOY was lit 
by Vanessa and Nickolas Haltvick and family. The 
responsive readings were carried out in full by all the 
children.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 
Just under twenty costumed, and well-prepared St. 
Philip’s children presented a lovely Christmas 
program to the congregation on December 18.  In 
addition to those representing the Christmas story 
were children who offered instrumental music 
selections in keeping with the day’s message. Becky 
Kaphing, Kelsey Wormley, Katie Thomas, Vanessa 
Haltvick and Tiffany Stewart all worked together in 
some capacity on this well received program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group photo on practice day and snack time 

Waiting for their entrance 
and all ready to go 
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Josie welcomes 
the congregation 

to hear the 
miracle of the 

Christmas story 

Miles reads from 
Luke 2:1-5 

Cute big sister 
little brother pair 
of shepherd and 

sheep 

Stella and Espen 
represented Mary and 

Joseph with great 
respect and dignity 

Gordon reads from 
Matthew 2:1-2, 11 

The Sunday Schoolers get 
in place to share the story 

Emily offered “O 
Holy Night” on 

the harp 

Pastor Geier’s children sermon explained 
the candy cane and how it reminds us of 

Jesus 

Max reads the offertory prayer 
with support from mom Katie 

Leading the congregation in song 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 
   swansonhastings@centurylink.net 
 

Ellen Diischer, Coordinator of Worship Planning 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
 

LuAnn Roiger, Handbell Choir Director 
   lroiger58@gmail.com 
Kelsey Wormley, Children’s Choir Director 
   kelseyw@splchastings.org 
Christine Rydel, Business Manager 
   christiner@splchastings.org 
 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
   johnd@splchastings.org 
 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
  listak@splchastings.org 
 

Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Rachel Moritz, Assistant Teacher 
  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Kari Vortherms, Assistant Teacher 

  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  
AND PRESCHOOL 
1401 West 15th Street, Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 
In Person and Livestream Worship at 9:30 am   
(Livestream link on www.splchastings.org,  
YouTube and Facebook)  
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